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Coming in January
Jan 1 New Year’s Day
Jan 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan 29 Kansas Day

At times, Midland Marketing gets 
opportunities to get matching funds 
from some of our regional coopera-
tives to help our local communities.  
This year, Midland Marketing took 
advantage of three of those opportu-
nities to give back to our area.

Land O’Lakes Foundation annually 
provides an opportunity for their 
member Coops to make donations 
to help hunger in our area.  You 
wouldn’t think in a rural farming 
community hunger would be an 
issue but it is. With the help of Land 
O’Lakes Foundation, Midland 
Marketing was able to make a 
donation to the Kansas Food Bank 
for $6,662.  These funds are directed 
for use in our trade area.

Kansas Food Bank serves Ellis, 
Rooks and Rush counties to provide 

If you have an accounts receivable 
balance or have grain in open 
storage, you will probably receive a 
confirmation request from our 
auditors, Lindburg, Vogel, Pierce, 
Faris. If you have questions about 
the information on these statements, 
please give us a call. 

Midland Marketing’s By-Laws 
require that we are audited once a 
year by an independent accounting 
firm. This will give you, the owners 
of Midland Marketing, assurance 
that the investment you have in your 
Co-op, in either open storage grain 
or actual ownership of revolving 
fund, is being handled correctly. It 
also gives you reassurance that 
Midland Marketing is financially 
sound and your investment is safe.

YEAR END AUDIT

As in the past, we will be running 
volume statements for our patrons 
on a request only basis. If you 
would like a detailed listing of your 
expenses and or income from grain 
sales, please give us a call.

VOLUME STATEMENTS

Prepays on your inputs for next year 
are being offered again this year. 
You can contract fuel, seed, 
chemical and fertilizer. If you are 
interested, please give us a call.

YEAR END PREPAYS

Did you know Midland Marketing 
offers a scholarship at Fort Hays 
State University?  The criteria is as 
follows:

Midland Marketing Scholarship 
Criteria: Awarded to a sophomore, 
junior or senior (with at least 22 
hours remaining) enrolled in 
Agribusiness or related field. Must 
be a resident of Kansas and parents 
must be members of Midland 
Marketing from Ellis, Graham, 

MIDLAND MARKETING SCHOLARSHIP

MIDLAND MARKETING MAKES DONATIONS TO HELP 
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES

missing meals to households that 
experience food insecurity. We do 
that through our network of food 
pantries, Food 4 Kids participating 
schools and Bob Box distributors. 
Last fiscal year, 2014-2015, the 
food bank provided 182,730 
missing meals to Ellis, Rooks and 
Rush county residents. Food 
insecurity rates climbed in all three 
counties the past year.  Ellis 13.6% 
to 14.3% / Rooks 13.9% to 14.8% / 
Rush 13.2% to 13.9%

Land O’Lakes Foundation and 
CoBank also have matching funds 
available for non-profit and service 
groups in our area.  This year we 
donated $3,331 each to the Palco, 
Damar, Woodston and Natoma rural 
fire departments.  The money will be 
used for equipment needs and 
upgrades in each area.

Rooks, Rush, Russell or Trego 
counties.

For the Fall 2015 school year, we 
had two applicants that qualified 
and gave scholarships to both.  If 
you know of someone who meets 
the criteria for the scholarship, have 
them contact financial aid at FHSU 
to apply for the scholarship next 
year.  They can apply on line at 
http://www.fhsu.edu/finaid/scholar-
ships/



If you’ve been buying oil from your 
equipment dealer because you 
thought your warranty required you 
to use a certain brand of lubricants, 
check your owner’s manual. You’ll 
be happy to learn that you do not 
need to use lubricants from your 
equipment manufacturer – you just 
need to select products that meet 
the required grade specifications.
We offer a full line of premium 
Cenex® lubricants to meet the 
grade specifications for your 
equipment. These are premium 
quality products, uniquely 
formulated to withstand the intense 
challenges of today’s high-tech 
engines.

Speaking of warranties, when you 
use Cenex lubricants along with 
your Cenex® Ruby Fieldmaster® 

UNDERSTAND YOUR EQUIPMENT WARRANTY

To say that the market has been 
volatile would be an 
understatement.  It has been an 
interesting few months in the 
commodity world as volatility has 
been more impressive than ever. We 
have seen nearly every tradable 
commodity hit hard since June of 
2015.  The downward market 
across the board has lost nearly 
20-30% in most commodities that 
are meaningful to our local 
communities .  What will the grain 
market do from here?  No one 
knows the answer to this however 
as long as there are markets, there 
will be good times and there will be 
less fortunate times.  Midland 
Marketing’s Grain Advisory Service 
doesn’t have the crystal ball but we 
do try and make $ENSE out of your 
Marketing needs.

Midland Marketing’s Grain Advisory 
Service may be the answer to help 
you improve your grain marketing 
decisions.  Our approach is a 

MARKETING THAT MAKES $ENSE
personalized, on farm relationship 
that focuses on planning, 
forecasting, and executing based 
on the individual’s farming 
operation.  With this personalized 
approach we encompass break 
even analysis, logistic planning, 
cash flow needs, goals, daily grain 
commentary, etc.  We do try and 
challenge our customers to look at 
their grain marketing a little bit 
different and maybe discuss unique 
ways to market their bushels rather 
than just calling in a cash sale 
because cash flow needs suggest a 
sale.  We will try and help you 
manage cash flow needs by 
proactively helping set realistic 
goals to reach short term and long 
term objectives as well as helping 
take some of the stress away in 
your grain marketing decisions.  
There are many old grain adages in 
the grain business like:   “markets 
have to go up” or how about 
“markets can’t go lower” or my 
personal favorite “bulls make 

However, you celebrate the 
holidays, we need to pause and 
reflect on the many blessings that 
we have enjoyed throughout this 
past year. 

The Board of Directors, manage-
ment, and employees at Midland 
Marketing take this opportunity to 
thank you for your patronage and 
support. 

Merry Christmas and best wishes 
for the New Year!

money…bears make money…hogs 
get roasted”.  We would be better 
marketers if we had a mulligan to 
use like in the game of golf.  
Unfortunately, there are no 
mulligans in marketing so you may 
be asking yourself “what do I do 
from here”?  If you find yourself 
asking this type of question or find 
yourself frustrated in how you have 
done in your marketing, you are not 
alone.  Most producers openly 
admit they are great at growing the 
crop, but tend to spend less time 
and attention to their marketing.  
Why is that?  It could be for several 
reasons but at the end of the day it 
takes a tremendous amount of time 
and effort to be good at it.

If you are ready to find out more 
about Midland Marketing’s Grain 
Advisory Service to see if it makes 
$ENSE for your farming operation 
please call Travis Brunner at the 
Hays office. 

premium diesel fuel, you can also 
enroll your farm equipment in the 
Cenex® Total Protection Plan® 
warranty for up to 10 years or 
10,000 hours (8 years or 8,000 
hours on used equipment). This is 
unparalleled coverage that goes 
above and beyond your equipment 
manufacturer’s warranty. When you 
have a couple of free minutes, visit 
cenex.com to see testimonials from 
farmers that have received valuable 
coverage from the Cenex warranty. 
Then give us a call. Our energy 
team will help you find the right 
lubricants and warranty protection 
for all your equipment.

A CHRISTMAS GREETING



We’re with you when it comes to 
reducing maintenance costs. That’s 
why we carry Cenex® premium 
lubricants, uniquely formulated to 
withstand the intense challenges of 
today’s high-tech engines.

With over 75 years of proven 
performance in the field, Cenex 
lubricants have definitely stood the 
test of time. They’ll keep your 
engines running smoothly and 
provide superior heavy-duty 
protection for over-worked 
equipment. Best of all, when you 
use Cenex lubricants and Cenex® 
Ruby Fieldmaster® premium diesel 
fuel together, you can enroll your 
equipment in the best warranty 
protection in all of agriculture – for 
up to 10 years or 10,000 hours. 
(Visit cenex.com for proof of many 
growers that have avoided the 
expense of major engine overhauls 
thanks to the Cenex® Total 
Protection Plan® warranty.)

For your convenience, we also offer 
bulk delivery of Cenex lubricants. 
Talk to us today to take advantage 
of timely delivery of high- 
performance lubricants and fuels.

I S  I T  T I M E  T O  OV E R -
H AU L  YO U R  O I L ?

N E W  E M P L OY E E

In November Midland Marketing 
purchased a Wintex 2000 soil 
sampler and mounted it to a Polaris 
Ranger.  The new soil sampler has 
been in operation for a couple of 
weeks now and is running great.  
With this new piece of equipment 
we are able to take more accurate 
samples and eliminate some of the 
human error that can occur in trying 
to take deep soil samples.  This 
machine allows us to take a top and 
bottom sample simultaneously with 
accurate depth separation for more 
consistent results.  We can also 
observe where hard pans exist and 

NEW  SOIL  SAMPLER

Cloud Point: The point at which 
wax crystals begin to appear.

Cold Filter Plugging Point (CFPP): 
CFPP is the point at which a filter 
plugs, it is determined by a cold flow 
operability test that chills fuel to the 
point it will plug a 45 micron filter.

De-Icers: Dramatically lowers the 
point at which any water in the fuel 
system freezes.

Gelling: A thickening of the fuel 
(similar to solidifying gelatin) caused 
by wax crystals which form as the 
fuel cools down. Gelled fuel is 
difficult to pump and can plug filters, 
preventing fuel from reaching the 
engine (fuel starvation). Often 
mistaken for ice in fuel, but can be 
identified as the fuel filter is warmed.

Icing: The formulation of ice crystals 
in a fuel containing free water when 
cooled to 32 degrees Fahrenheit or 
below. Although ice crystals will plug 
filters in the same manner as wax, it 
is important to determine which 
problem is occurring so as to take 
proper corrective action.

THE SEASON IS QUICKLY CHANGING TO WINTER – 
IS YOUR PREMIUM DIESEL TERMINOLOGY READY?

relay that information back to the 
customer for their knowledge. Prior 
to our new sampler we were taking 
5-6 samples per field, now we have 
to take a minimum of 12 samples in 
one field to accumulate enough soil 
for the lab to process.  In doing 
more samples per field we are able 
to get a better average of your 
nutrient requirements for you 
current and future crop needs.  
Contact your local salesperson for 
more details on getting your soil 
sampled. 

Operability: The lowest temperature 
at which equipment will operate 
without loss of power due to the 
wax formation in the fuel delivery 
system.

Wax Anti-Settling Agent (WASA): 
Wax Anti-Settling Agents reduce 
settling of wax crystals in vehicle 
tanks and above ground storage 
tanks, which clog filters and other 
fuel system components.

We at Midland Marketing know you 
must keep your vehicles operating 
at their peak performance during the 
winter to maintain a profitable 
operation. For premium 
performance you can count on, 
accept nothing less than Cenex 
Roadmaster XL and Ruby 
Fieldmaster Seasonally Enhanced 
Premium Diesel fuels for your diesel 
engines. Available only at your local 
authorized Cenex Prmium Diesel 
Fuel distributor Midland Marketing.

On November 2, Caleb Wyatt 
joined the Midland Marketing 
Palco crew as an applicator for 
Palco.  Caleb and his wife, 
Naomi, have 4 wonderful children, 
Kaytlynn is 9, Rowen is 4, Brevyn 
is 3 and Haezin is 1.

Caleb grew up in Plainville, 
though he has been in the oil field 
most of his life he is excited for 
this change and the challenges 
that the Agriculture industry will 
bring.  If you are in the Palco 
area, stop in and meet Caleb.



WINTER DRIVING TIPS
It’s already December, Christmas 
will be here before you know it. 
Winter is tightening its grip on the 
entire U.S. mainland. From the 
deep south to the far north where 
they expect frigid winters, 
everyone is cold. Winter is upon 
us as we found out over the 
Thanksgiving weekend, darn 
global warming.

Along with cold temperatures we 
have experienced ice and snow 
already. The combination of cold 
and snow presents challenges for 
driving. Preparing for travel in the 
winter should be a priority, pack 
some candy bars or other snack 
food, some bottled water, 
blankets or sleeping bags should 
be stowed in the vehicle. Don’t 
forget TP. You never know when 
you could slide off the road, you 
may get rescued in a few minutes 
or it could be hours, possibly 
days. Many people have been ill 
prepared and froze to death in a 
car stuck in a snow bank. Keep 
your car full of gas. Pack some 
matches and a candle, be sure 
and crack a window if you burn 
the candle or leave your car 
running to avoid carbon 
monoxide poisoning. If you run 

your car do so for short periods of 
time to conserve fuel and clear 
snow from the tailpipe to avoid 
carbon monoxide poisoning.

Driving can present many 
challenges in these conditions, 
drive slower, brake earlier, allow 
for longer following distances. 
Avoid sudden steering movement 
as it could send you into a spin. 
When braking if you have anti lock 
brakes hold the pedal down firmly, 
if not pump the brake pedal to 
stop. If you are at a stoplight put 
the car in neutral while you wait 
for the light to change to avoid 
wheel spin while stopped. When 
you accelerate do so slowly to 
avoid wheel spin if you can. These 
tips apply to 4 wheel drive 
vehicles too, you may be able to 
accelerate faster but stopping is 
no different. 
Keep your eyes further down the 
road than normal looking for traffic 
situations that may cause you to 
stop or slow down. Don’t pull out 
in front of oncoming vehicles you 
may not be able to accelerate and 
they may not be able to slow 
down. Avoid using cruise control 
on icy snow packed roads.

The Department of Transportation 
employees will be out trying to 
keep the roads passable, use 
caution when approaching or 
following them. We have all had 
the snowplows douse us with 
slush and snow at one time or 
another. Don’t follow them too 
close, the salt and sand they are 
spreading can pit or break your 
windshield when the 
temperatures are so cold. 
Visibility is reduced around the 
plows be very careful if you need 
to pass them. The road will be 
safer behind the plow. Never 
assume that the snow plow driver 
sees you, his mirrors are probably 
pretty well covered in salt and ice.

Winter is just now arriving, we 
can hope for some nice wet snow 
this winter, however as we all 
know, too often the wind has to 
accompany the snow. Keep your 
eyes on the weather and be 
prepared before any winter 
storms arrive. Drive safe and 
drive to arrive alive. Keep your 
stick on the ice. 

Safety Short, By Lee Olsen
Safety Director for Midland 
Marketing


